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PROGRESS ON NEW BUILDING 


Cold weather and slushy snow conditions have delayed 
progress on the new National Library of Medicine building 
somewhat, but the advent of spring should brighten the con- 
struction picture. Steel casings have been installed in two 
elevator shafts and drilling for a third continues. Blasting 
and excavating is still being done in some areas, while in 
others footings have been poured, steel supports have been 
erected, and form work has been accomplished. The design 
calls for three underground levels; the fact that in some 
places the structure is beginning to show above the surface 
is encouraging. 


NLM INTERNS 


The fourth cycle of the National Library of Medicine's 
program of internships in medical librarianship will begin 
this fall. From seventeen applicants, representing twelve 
library schools, the following have been chosen as interns 
in 1960-61: 


Miss Patricia A. Dabney, University of Illinois 
Miss Judith M. Williston, University of Wisconsin 
Mr. Irwin Pizer, Columbia University 


In September these interns will begin rotating assign- 
ments in each of the divisions of the Library. The year's 
program also includes visits to libraries, publishing houses 
and documentation centers, regularly-scheduled seminars, and 
Opportunity for special studies in subject or language areas. 


TRANSLATION OF FOREIGN MEDICAL LITERATURE 


Under authority of Section 104(k), Public Law 480 (Ag- 
ricultural Trade Development and Assistance Act of 1954, as 
amended), the National Library of Medicine is arranging for 
the "translation, abstracting, and dissemination" of some 
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segments of foreign medical literature, under the over-al] 
guidance of the National Science Foundation. Contracts for 
this work have been signed with Israel and Poland; negotia- 
tions for a contract in Yugoslavia are under way at the mo- 
ment. Members of the Medical Library Association who were 
in Toronto last June heard Mr. Scott Adams describe this ef- 
fort, which is coordinated through his office at the NSF. 

In choosing what should be translated and published 
the National Library of Medicine has followed the principles 
that it is better to concentrate on basic research than on 
applied science and that, in general, the periodical litera- 
ture is more useful than monographs. The carrying out of 
these principles, however, is anything but simple. NIM is 
gradually building up a file of desiderata; suggestions of 
specific titles for translation and of other means of accon- 
plishing the objective are welcome. Also appreciated would 
be volunteers to help in spot-checking, for quality control, 
the products prior to their publication. 


HALLER BIBLIOGRAPHY 


No. 18 of the Berner Beitrage zur Geschichte der Medi- 
zin und der Naturwissenschaften, a series which is edited by 
Prof. Dr. E. Hintzsche and Prof. Dr. W. Rytz, was published 
in 1959 under the title Verzeichnis der gedruckten Schriften 
Albrecht von Hallers, compiled by Susanna Lundsgaard-Hansen- 
von Fischer. 

Historians both medical and literary have long waited 














for a modern listing of the great bibliographer Albrecht von 


Haller's publications. This list runs to 720 items. 

The compiler, in her preface, says: '"Erstaunlicher- 
weise fanden sich mehrere Werke, die in Europa unauffindbar 
waren, in der National Library of Medicine der Vereinigten 
Staaten, die z. T. in Washington, z. T. in Cleveland, Ohio, 
lieet.” 


NEWS ITEMS FROM COAST TO COAST 


A photograph in the March 17 issue of the Bulletin of 


the Los Angeles County Medical Association shows Librarian 
John M. Connor and Library Committee Chairman Edgar F. Mauer 
inspecting a copy of the new Index Medicus with Dr. Louis M. 
Orr, President of the American Medical Association, and Dr. 
E. Vincent Askey, A.M.A. President-elect. 

The March issue of the Bulletin of the Yale Medical 
Library also contains a story on the Index Medicus. NLM has 
received many letters on the new venture, including welcome 
comment from the State Scientific Medical Library of the 
Georgian SSR, Tiflis. 
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ARMY MEDICAL HISTORY, WORLD WAR II 


The fifteenth volume of the official history of the 
Medical Department of the U. S. Army in World War II has now 
appeared, under the title Neurosurgery, vol. 2 (GPO, 1959, 
105: p.) - Dr. Warner L. Wells, a member of the NLM Board of 
Regents, is a contributor to this volume, and Dr. Michael E. 
DeBakey, Chairman of the Board of Regents, served as Chair- 
man of the Advisory Editorial Board for the surgical sub- 
series of which this work is a part. 





EDITION COMPLETED 


An especially happy recent acquisition is the 1510 edi- 
tion of Rhazes' Divisiones ... Viaticum Constantini monachi. 
This completes the edition of his Opera parva which, since 
its accessioning in 1872, has stood on the shelves of NLM in 
the old Riggs Bank Building, in the ''Tenth Street Building," 
the present building, and the History of Medicine branch in 
Cleveland. 





VISITORS 


A national library such as the National Library of Medi- 
cine is host to many visitors each year. The largest group, 
of course, consists of those who come to use the book and 
journal collections; this includes many foreign workers who 
find their own country's medical literature well represented 
here, and who recognize that the international character of 
medical knowledge makes the presence of literature from many 
countries in one place extremely valuable. Serving these 
people is in the oldest tradition of the National Library of 
Medicine. 

A substantial number of visitors, however, come to NLM 
to see it as a library organization and to study administra- 
tive and technical procedures important to medical librari- 
anship and therefore important ultimately to medicine. The 
classes from library schools in nearby universities; gradu- 
ate students from Walter Reed Army Institute of Research; 
foreign librarians on study grants; fellows of various pro- 
fessional associations; American physicians going abroad on 
many different types of programs for aiding under-developed 
countries --- all these stop in at the National Library of 
Medicine. During recent weeks, for example, the Library re- 
ceived visitors from France, India, Japan, The Philippines, 
Pakistan, and Venezuela, as well as several American librar- 


ians. The winter season tends to bring visitors from south 
of the equator; when spring arrives "then longen folk to 
80 on pilgrimages," and NLM may expect visitors from the 


northern climes. 
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The length of a visitor's stay at NLM depends upon hig 
special interests, his schedule, his facility with the lap 
guage, and other factors. The office assigned responsibil}. 
ity for coordinating arrangements for visitors has developed 
a short guided tour for those who want merely an overview of 
the work of the Library. Talks to classes range in length 
from forty-five minutes to two hours, and additional time 
may be devoted to a tour of the physical plant. Seminars 
all-day tours for observation, and stays of a week up to 
several months have sometimes been arranged in collaboration 
with professional and governmental groups. 


SOME BILLINGS ITEMS 


Within the last few weeks the NLM has acquired several 
letters which hold interest as association items, and which 
throw some light on Billings' methods in building up the 
rare book collection of the Library of the Surgeon-General's 
Office. In September 1886 John Shaw Billings was "pegging 
away at MS for Vol VIII Index Catalogue" and carrying ona 
correspondence with Dr. John Stockton-Hough of Trenton, who 
was connected with the Library of the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia. On September 8 JSB accepts an "offer of ex- 
change of Schurig's Lithologia for Schurig's Haematologia’ 
and on September 14 he worries over Schurig's Spermatologia 
which is bound with another work, "as it is essential that 
the two works in this Library should be in separate bindings 
as they go to separate shelves under the new classifica 
tion"; on September 18 he writes that "If you are bulling 
the market on Schurigius I subside." Then he comments that 
he is "waiting for the President to appoint a Surgeon Gen 
eral ... The quidnuncs say that it will be either Dr Baxter 
or Dr Sutherland, and very probably they are right." (Dr. 
John Moore was appointed on November 18, 1886; Dr. Baxter / 
finally made it in 1890 but died within a few months of his) 
appointment. ) 





NEW NLM PUBLICATION 

\ 

Viral genetics; a bibliography of literature 1955-1959, 
compiled by Marjory H. Wright of the NLM Reference Division, ; 
has just been published. The bibliography contains 309 ref} 
erences to monographs, reviews, and journal articles of thef 
last five years. Copies are available on request to the Dir’ 
rector, National Library of Medicine. 
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